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4.  Tuesday. Reached Albany early in the morning. Roy
took charge of the shad and went on, while I repaired to
the Delavan. Passed the day with Ned,  and  Major
Douglas, paying a visit to the girls to let them know when
to be ready. Stevenson has gone to Charleston, and when
he is absent I find little to do in Albany. Saw Mrs. Fish
and Mrs. Collins in the former's carriage.

5.  Wednesday. Left Albany with Alice and Georgeanne
at Y-2. past 7. Reached Fort Plain by 11, but could not
get off until nearly 12. Went off in-hired wagon, but met
the stage on the hill.  Changed passengers,  and came
wallowing on for nine mortal  hours,  to  get through
twenty two miles. I never knew the roads much worse.
Reached Cooperstown at YZ past nine P. M.

6.  Thursday. Tired enough to-day.   Scarcely left  the
house. Distributed presents, however,  and settled the
quarter with my children. The spring is fairly opening.
Find I have two calves, and all looking well. This eve-
ning the Keeses arrived, getting in about the same hour
we did. Paul talks of venturing down.

7.  Friday. Pleasant weather, and roads drying fast. To
every body's astonishment mail came in at seven this eve-
ning. The improvement in the roads almost miraculous.
I am preparing hot-beds, etc., and have set Collar fairly
at work to make garden, certainly three weeks earlier than
we were last year, hot beds excepted. Chess, as usual,
both beating.

8.   Saturday. This morning Paul was off. No doubt he
got down in good season, as the mail was in before dark
last night. At work in the garden. William was down yes-
terday and to-day to haul manure for the hot-beds. Gotla twice, mak-an warm
